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Mission: South Dakota Cattlewomen strive to  

Promote, Educate and Inform consumers about our BEEF INDUSTRY. 

Auxiliary to the 
South Dakota Stockgrowers 

Beef Certificates are a great way to say 

Don’t forget to order Beef Certificates to give  
to your favorite father this Father’s Day,  

June 15! They are the perfect gift - easy to get, 
easy to give and always appreciated!  

Father’s love to grill a great steak or burger  
to celebrate Father’s day! 

We are still working on creating beef gift cards. We want to 
update the beef certificate promotional value and we feel this is 
the way to go. Thanks for your patience! (See the beef certificate 

outlet list in a separate location in this newsletter) 
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  Message from your President  
Happy Spring! 
     I hope this finds everyone enjoying some warmer weather and 
hopefully getting some moisture! I first want to thank all of you that joined 
us in Oacoma for our meeting at Al's Oasis! We had some really good 
discussions. It was encouraging to see the future of our BEEF industry 
as we heard about a variety of different things people are doing to share 
the BEEF story. 
     I am especially excited that South Dakota CattleWomen can help! We 
are a group of volunteers who work to promote the BEEF industry. 
Thanks to our members, we have dollars to help promote different 
initiatives that promote BEEF. In order for us to have a stronger voice, 
we must have members. As you visit with people you do business with, 
friends, neighbors who enjoy BEEF, please make sure to take a chance to tell them about South 
Dakota CattleWomen and that we would appreciate their help - a membership is only $20.  
     As we continue this momentum, please take time to plan to join us in Mitchell for the American 
National CattleWomen (ANCW) Regional Meeting. Our committee has put a lot of time into planning 
some fun tours. It’s a chance to network and visit and learn more about what our national 
organization is doing to help promote BEEF on a larger stage.  
     As we continue to work to be more relevant with the future of our organization, please make sure 
to follow South Dakota CattleWomen on Facebook or check our website at www.sdcattlewomen.org 
for updates and the most recent information. 

CattleWomen hold “Zoom”   
meeting April 11 
      The South Dakota CattleWomen held a 
“Zoom” meeting April 11, with 14 members 
present. Carol Sides made a motion to give 
$250.00 for meatballs at South Dakota Hall of 
Fame reception, with second by Lindy Harkin. 
Motion approved. 
     Katrin Van Zandbergen reported on the 
upcoming Regional Meeting. South Dakota 
CattleWomen will give $500.00 to help with 
Regional Meeting expenses. Motion by Erin 
Yost with second by Katrin Van Zandbergen. 
Motion approved. 
     Karla Pazour made a motion for South 
Dakota CattleWomen to do a Radio campaign 
for BEEF Month, with $400.00 for KBHB and 
$300.00 for KWYR. Lindy Harkin seconded 
the motion. 
     Lindy Harkin made a motion for South 
Dakota CattleWomen to explore a paid 
Internship Opportunity - Not to Exceed 
$1,200.00, with second by Carol Sides. 
     Scholarships have been awarded and will be 
paid. The next scholarship deadline is July 1, 
2025. 

     Membership Update - new brochures are 
being printed. 
     Next Meeting - Participate in Regional 
Meeting in Mitchell. 
 

National Beef Month . . . May is a tim e 
to recognize and honor the hardworking 
ranchers, farmers and producers who 
dedicate their lives to raising high quality 
American Beef. Deanna Nelson, middle, 
representing the Rosebud Rancherettes 
CattleWomen, donated beef certificates to 
Bernadine Holmberg and Jamie Schrader, 
representing ROC’s Dining Services to 
purchase 100% American Beef. 
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Secretary’s Report 
     The South Dakota CattleWomen’s 
quarterly meeting was held Tuesday, 
February 25, 2025, at Al’s Oasis in Oacoma, 
SD. Introductions were made with a toilet 
paper game. 
     President Brenda Dreyer called the 
meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. Ruth F led the 
flag salute and Noreen led the 
CattleWomen’s Creedt. 
     Mary J, secretary, read the secretary’s 
minutes from the last meeting. Becky moved 
and Noreen second to approve as read. 
Motion passed. 
     Brenda gave the treasurer’s report for 
Erin. Investment report was given by Becky.  
     SDBIC update: Katrin reported. Contact 
website for more information. 
     Membership Report: Norma gave the 
report. We have 75 state members paid and 
thirty-one associate members. We need more 
members to have income to do projects. It 
was suggested to put information about 
getting members on social media and 
personal contact. We need to keep pushing to 
get new members and it is easy to do online. 
     Beef Certificate Report: Lindy gave the 
report. She would like someone to take over 
the project. She is still trying to find a card 
that works and would like a volunteer to try to 
find one. Becky suggested visiting with Nancy 
Montross and have a card both organizations 
could use. Becky and Ruth F will contact 
Nancy with the idea. 
     Update on Beef Logic: Susie Geppert 
distributed jerky samples that are processed 
by Dakota Butchers in 
Watertown. She named the 
members of her Board and 
showed posters of activities 
and numbers reached. She 
has been in 55 high schools 
and seven colleges this year 
and works with Holly Swee. 
     Lunch: Katrin talked about 
the Region VII and III meeting 
in Mitchell June 12-13. A full 
schedule, etc. will be on 

Facebook and Social Media. The first day 
will be tours and meetings with other states 
on the second day. 
     Scholarship Report: This year’s winners 
are Taylee Stroup of Stanley County High 
School and Megan Sanders of Hot Springs 
High School. 
     Newsletter: Next deadline is May 1. 
     Next meeting: Next meeting is set for 
April 22 at 10:00 a.m. Central Time on 
Zoom. No postcards will be sent out. The 
meeting adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 
     Al’s Oasis is under new ownership. G.F. 
Buche Foods owns it and Cory Foster 
talked to the CattleWomen about their 
mission. They treated all members present 
to a slice of pie and had a drawing for a 
Montana Silver necklace, which Becky 
won. 

     Thanks to everyone that joined us at Al's Oasis for our SD 
CattleWomen meeting! A special thanks to Cory Foster and his team at 
Al's Oasis, for the wonderful service and beautiful door prize!  

     The SDCW meeting in Oacoma included a 
variety of presentations including from Suzy 
Geppert with Beef Logic and Rachel Blasher with 
Heritage Meat Co. Thanks for all you both are 
doing to promote the Beef Industry in South 
Dakota! Beef Logic Inc. Heritage Meat Co. 
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Taylor Grussing 

Member 
Spotlight 

     Hello everyone! My name is 
Taylor Grussing. I recently joined 
South Dakota CattleWomen as a 
way to meet more women involved 
on the farm and ranch that also 
have a passion for placing beef on 
the tables of families across the 
country.  
     I grew up on a cow/calf operation 
in Kimball, SD and currently live on 
a small farm with my husband and 
two boys by Chamberlain. We operate a cow/calf 

operation with registered red angus and commercial sim angus cows. 
Additionally, we also offer breeding heifers and bulls for sale to other 
operations. These additional enterprises allow us to make connections 
across the state while also being flexible, based on yearly grass leases 
and feed resources. Off the farm, I work as a Cow/Calf Field Specialist 
for SDSU Extension and my husband owns and operates a mobile 
Veterinary practice. While we don’t get much time away from the cattle 
for hobbies, my kids love being outside with us in the barn and on the 
tractor doing chores. Recent warm weather makes it a lot easier to 
enjoy the fresh air while the kids are swinging, riding bikes, chasing 
cats and feeding the horses treats.  

     We have worked with our families and friends to get started in rural SD by borrowing 
equipment or hiring custom farming labor to get fields planted and cattle moved long distances to 
grass leases. As we are starting out, we have been open to many different opportunities and are 
thankful for the relationships in our rural community that have led to leases on cows and crop 
land, in addition to starting share cattle agreements, that allowed us to get started in the cattle 
industry. We are always busy, but eager to continue growing our herd for our family.  
     I enjoy learning and education, which is why Extension and training work is a highlight for me. 
I would love to learn about alternative enterprises farmers and ranchers are trying to get 
established as new operators. Please reach out with any thoughts or advice for new farmers or 
ranchers to begin establishing an operation. Show and tell is always a great way to learn as well, so 
if you have a program or project that worked for you, please share so we can show others and 
continue producing safe, wholesome and nutritious beef for the world. Contact: Taylor Grussing – 
605-680-9504, grussing.taylor@gmail.com     

When You Share Your Kitchen 
with the Calving Barn 

By Megan Messersmith 
     When you share your kitchen with the calving barn, 
there’re things you’ll take in stride. Like your old mixing 
bowl being demoted to veterinary use, and mud being 
tracked in from outside. 
     Keep the Clorox wipes within reach of the counter. For 
Pete’s sake! Please take the time to think of cleaning off 
those calving goobers before you put the pulling chains 
back in the sink! 
     After the breakfast dishes are washed, bottles of milk 
replacer will need to be made up. It’s time for the early 
morning bovine deluxe. Each bottle takes one full cup. 
 

     We need to pull a backwards calf. The ice cream bucket 
will work just tine. So, go grab the hooks and chains in 
the closet and I’ll pour in the povidone iodine. 
     The cupboards are filled with antibiotics and syringes. 
Don’t forget the needles, vaccine guns and tags. The 
fridge holds the Alpha 7 and the counter’s a drying rack 
for the bottles and tubing bags. 
     Spilled milk replacer dusts the counters and floor. The 
tagging box drags in dirt from the lot. Straw flows down 
the drain with the water and gosh this place sure stinks 
like a calving spot! 
     When you share your kitchen with the calving barn, 
there’re things that you will think that don’t belong in the 
kitchen. Like the colostrum that’s dried to your sink!  
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Beef Certificate Outlets . . .  
     If you need any information about beef 
certificates, contact Lindy Harkin, PO Box 451, 
Winner SD 57580 or you can call: 605-842-9066 
or email: beefcertificates@yahoo.com. 
BEEF CERTIFICATE OUTLETS:  
American Bank & Trust: Miller, Wolsey, Pierre 
BankWest: Kadoka, Kennebec, Onida, Pierre,  
      Winner 
Dacotah Bank: Aberdeen, Bison, Lemmon 
Dakota Prairie Bank: Ft. Pierre, Presho 
First Dakota Bank: Chamberlain, Kimball 
First Fidelity Bank: Gregory, Burke, Platte, Murdo  
     Bonesteel, Colome, Winner 
First Interstate Bank: Belle Fourche,  Sturgis 
     Edgemont, Hot Springs, Spearfish, Wall 
First National Bank: Faith, Midland, Philip 
Harrold Steakettes 
Heartland State Bank: Highmore, Tulare,  
     Wessington 
Jackson County Prairie Belles 
Mellette Co. CattleWomen, White River 
CHS White River 
Quoin Financial Bank: Miller, Highmore                         
Roberts Co. State Bank                                                         
SD Beef Industry Council, Pierre                                                   
Sentinel Federal Credit Union, Winner                                                 
 

 

     Ruth Farnsworth, Norma Olson and Barb 
Chauncey of the Southern Belle CattleWomen 
served a delicious Beef meal to the attendees at the 
Littau Angus ranch. 

     South Dakota Hall of Fame 2025 induction 
ceremonies begin Friday, September 12, 2025 at 
the SD Hall of Fame in Chamberlain. Pictured 
below on the right side of the serving table are 
Prime CW Mary Hendricks and 2024 State 
CattleWoman president Katrin Van Zandbergen 
who helped with the reception at the last Honor 
Ceremony.  
     SDCW and Prime CattleWomen each donated 
$250 towards the well-received meatballs that 
were on the buffet.  The Prime CattleWomen 
have been involved with this event for the past 
thirty years.  

     The Burke school is blessed by amazing 
community support! Thank you Rosebud 
Rancherettes for grilling our 256 burgers. Whether it’s 
securing beef donations, hauling critters to the locker 
or flipping fresh beef for our kids, these ladies are up 
for the task. Thank you Carol, Jolene, Carla and Sue 
for lending a helping hand! 
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     Megan Sanders of Oral, 
SD, will begin her senior year 
at SDSU next fall with a major 
in Agricultural Business. 
“Receiving a higher education 
will allow me to promote the 
beef industry through 
consumer relations while 
gaining greater industry 
knowledge. A recent college 
course I was a student in was 
Global Foods. Through this 
class, an emphasis was 
placed on consumer perceptions and gaining an 
understanding of what “red flags” were for 
consumers within the beef industry.” While some 
were due to the lack of knowledge of consumers, 
above all, consumer's main concern was having 
trust that the meat from the animal they were 
consuming was raised humanely and is a safe 
product to eat. As individuals working on the 
production side of the beef industry, we true 
heartedly know the hard work put in to ensure our 
cattle live a comfortable and stress-free life and that 
our product is safe to eat. There is no better person 
to inform consumers than producers who can share 
their first-hand experiences. When interacting with 
consumers, it is important to remember to give them 
factual information but also make sure it is 
information that they want to hear. In my 
Introduction to Animal Science course, discussions 
were held on how to explain an industry practice to 
an uninformed consumer. An overlooked example is 
the way that slaughtering an animal is discussed. 
While talking to consumers, instead of using the 
word “slaughter,” it should be referred to as 
“harvesting.”  Advancing my education allows me to 
promote the beef industry through consumer 
relations and to share my knowledge within the beef 
industry with consumers.  

   Congratulations to the SDCW Scholarship Winners—$1,000.00 each 
                Deadline for 2025 if June 1 - go to www.sdcattlewomen.org/programs/scholarships 

     Morgan Schelske of 
Lyman County and a 
student at South Dakota 
State University in 
Brookings was the 2024 
recipient of a scholarship 
from Prime CattleWomen. 
The organization will be 
offering a $500 and a $250 
scholarship to local high 
school graduates from 
either Chamberlain, 
Kimball, Lyman or Lower 
Brule again this year. 

     Taylee Stroup will be a 
junior at South Dakota State 
University this fall, majoring in 
agricultural communications 
with minors in marketing, 
public relations, and digital/
social media. Raised on a 
ranch in Fort Pierre, where we 
manage a cow/calf operation, 
I have been involved with the 
ranch for as long as I can 
remember and have 

implemented strategies learned at school to improve 
our practices. 
My passion for writing has led me to contribute 
articles to the SDSU newspaper, and I plan to 
continue writing throughout college. My goal is to 
pursue a career where I can write and advocate for 
farmers and ranchers. Having firsthand experience 
with the challenges that ranchers face, including the 
dedication and sacrifices required, I am deeply 
committed to supporting the agricultural community. 
The internships I have completed have provided me 
with valuable knowledge and skills for promoting the 
beef industry. As an intern for the Black Hills Stock 
Show & Rodeo, I assisted with livestock shows and 
educated young people about agriculture. Currently, 
as an intern with the South Dakota Department of 
Health, I am gaining experience in communications 
and marketing, while also collaborating with the 
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources on 
various projects and campaigns. My educational and 
personal experiences have provided me with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in a 
career in agriculture. I am dedicated to using this 
expertise to advocate for ranchers and promote the 
beef industry throughout South Dakota. 
     Rosebud Rancherettes make community 
donation . . .  Karen Martin, representing the Rosebud 

Rancherettes, presented a check to 
Amber Horn from the Burke City 
Finance Office, which will help 
defray the cost of the upcoming 
renovation of the Old Community 
Room. The Rancherettes like to give 
back to the community by helping 
with various community projects. 
We served the Missouri Valley 
Annual meeting luncheon, the 

Firemen's Banquet, gave the banks bags of candy at 
Valentine's Day for selling Beef Certificates. We invited 
Leslie Heyden and Brittany Bruisma from the FSA office 
to come and explain new programs. We now look all 
fancy, because we now each own two blue shirts with our 
logo on them, for when we serve meals, etc. Spring is 
here. Calving is done. Now for planting. Think green 
grass and the amount of rain God says we need.  
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     Brule County Beef Madness . . . The Cham berlain Oacom a area had a 
very successful beef burger bash in February-March. The Brule/Lyman Extension 4/H 
program created their own competition open to youth called Beef Madness. Twelve 
participants (individual or team efforts) were given the challenge of making three 
burgers for the judges. Each team was given a secret ingredient to incorporate. Burgers 
were a wide variety with some fried, some grilled, personalized with their own 
creations. Two Prime CattleWomen ranches donated the beef for the event. Thanks to 
the SDBIC for the beef swag for each participant and a cap and apron to the winners in 
each division. 

Division Winners . . . Liam  Kroupa, 
Beginner Team Rexton Larsen, Ladd Pazour and 
Ned Pazour (shown above) were winners from the 
third to fifth grade division and McKenna Gilbertz 
and Dawson Eimers were winners from the sixth 
grade and older division. Special thanks went out 
to judges Erica Sperl, owner of Smoking Mule of 
Chamberlain and Jeff Tveit, Thrivent Financials, 
4-H and Youth supporter. 

Winning recipe from  Rexton, Ladd and Ned 
has a secret ingredient of mac and cheese. Their 
winning recipe was a seasoned grilled burger, 
layered with caramelized onions, mac and cheese, 
chili cheese corn chips and topped with barbecue 
sauce. 



South Dakota Cattle Women 
Norma Olson 
26642 309th Avenue 
Witten, SD 57584 
www.sdcattlewomen.org 

Mission: South Dakota Cattlewomen strive to  
Promote, Educate and Inform consumers about our BEEF INDUSTRY. 
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Associate Members 
Animal Clinic, Ltd., Winner  
Pavel Co., LLC  
        DBA Southern Dakota  

Insurance, Burke  
BankWest, Pierre  
Burke Oil Co., Inc. Chamberlain 
C&B Operations, Chamberlain 
Cahoy’s General Store,  
 Bonesteel  
Charly’s Restaurant & Lounge, 
 Chamberlain 
Dailey Dental, Chamberlain 
DeJong Ranch, Kennebec 
Elevate Agronomics, Winner 
First Dakota Bank, Yankton 
 

First Fidelity Bank of Burke, 
Colome and Winner 

Frontier Motors, Inc., Winner 
Gregory Animal Clinic, Gregory 
Grossenburg Implement, Inc. 
 Winner 
Highmore Herald, Highmore  
Kohlman, Bierschbach and 
   Anderson, Miller 
Lewis Family Drug, 
 Chamberlain 
Littau Angus, Carter  
M & M Jessen Ranch, Holabird 
Mathis Farm Equipment,  
       Winner 
 
 

Mid Dakota Meats, LLC.,  
 Winner 
Olson Family Trust, Witten 
Purvis Electric, Burke 
Raven Angus, Colome  
Riverview Chevrolet, Oacoma 
Rosebud Electric Coop, Inc.,  
 Gregory  
Statewide Ag Insurance, Inc., 
     Chamberlain and 
     Winner 
Westwood Ranch, White River 
Winner Livestock Auction 
     Winner 
 
 
 

Sustaining 
Members 
Shirley Thompson 
Diane Booth 
 

     In celebration of 'May is Beef 
Month', Bonnie Noziska, 
representing Rosebud Rancherettes, 
presented a donation to Peg Glover a 
Board Member of the Burke 
Community Meals. Beef is a 
powerhouse of nutrients, including 
B12, iron and niacin. Beef, It's What's 
for Dinner.  

Harrold Steakettes 
          Harrold Steakettes met January 29 at the Harrold 
Senior Center with four members present. The 
president called the meeting to order with the Creed. 
The secretary and treasurer’s reports were given. Old 
business was that the Angel tree project was 
completed. New business was that the next SDCW 
meeting will be February 18 at Al’s Oasis. Next meeting 
is undecided. 
    Harrold Steakettes met March 21 at the Harrold 
Senior Center with four members present. The 
president called the meeting to order with the Creed. 
The secretary and treasurer’s reports were given. There 
was no old business. New business is that we should be 
thinking of names for the Mother’s Day and Father’s 
Day projects. The next meeting is undecided. 
     Harrold Steakettes met May 1 at the Senior Center in 
Harrold. The president called the meeting to order with 
the Creed. The secretary and treasurer’s reports were 
given. Old business was that the club donated an item 
for the Taylor Beckler benefit auction. The club will 
also donate beef certificates for the “Steps for Hope” 
event in June. A mother was chosen to received our 
Mother’s Day - May Beef Month” project. She will 
receive a card and a $10.00 beef certificate. The next 
meeting is scheduled for May 21. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Note from the Editor: 
     I apologize for not having an issue in January. Due 
to health issues, I was confined to Highmore Health for 
a time and didn’t get it done. Thanks for 
understanding! 
                                                          Mary Jessen, Editor 

     Toys for Tots . . . In 
conjunction with the 
Toys for Tots program, 
everyone was given a 
number and it was 
agreed the fifth person 
would receive their 
choice of hamburger or a 
beef roast. Turned out 
the women chose 
hamburger and the men 
chose roast.    
     The Southern Hills 
CattleWomen had met at 
Lynn’s Grocery in Hot 
Springs to buy four 
packages of hamburger 
and four packages of 
beef roasts (about three 
pounds). This was the 
best way we have ever 
done a beef give-away!!  

KC Martin, assisted 
by his Mom, Rosebud 
Rancherette Karen 
Martin, checks the 
temperature on a 
steak he is grilling for 
the Burke Firemen’s 
Banquet. “We like to 
give back to our 
unsung heroes at the 
B u r k e  F i r e 
Department.” 


